
T O M O R R O W ’ S  T E A C H E R S

C h r y s a l i s  S C I T T  l a u n c h e d  i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 5 ,
w e l c o m i n g  s e v e n  t r a i n e e s  a c r o s s  t h e  C h r y s a l i s
T r u s t :  f i v e  i n  s e c o n d a r y  s u b j e c t s  ( M a t h s ,
E n g l i s h ,  B i o l o g y  a n d  C h e m i s t r y )  a n d  t w o  i n
p r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  o n e - y e a r ,  s c h o o l -
c e n t r e d  p r o g r a m m e  c o m b i n e s  h a n d s - o n
c l a s s r o o m  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  e x p e r t - l e d  t r a i n i n g ,
l e a d i n g  t o  Q u a l i f i e d  T e a c h e r  S t a t u s  ( Q T S )  a n d
a  P o s t g r a d u a t e  C e r t i f i c a t e  i n  E d u c a t i o n
( P G C E ) .

T r a i n e e s  b e g a n  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  a n  I n t e n s i v e
T r a i n i n g  a n d  P r a c t i c e  ( I T A P )  p h a s e ,  i n c l u d i n g
s e m i n a r s  o n  t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g ,  c h i l d
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w e l l b e i n g ,
a l o n g s i d e  s t r u c t u r e d  s c h o o l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d
r e f l e c t i v e  p r a c t i c e .  C e n t r a l  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m m e
i s  a  s t r o n g  f o c u s  o n  d e l i b e r a t e  p r a c t i c e  a n d
i n s t r u c t i o n a l  c o a c h i n g ,  d e l i v e r e d  t h r o u g h  c l o s e
m e n t o r i n g  a n d  r e g u l a r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d i a l o g u e .

R e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m m e ,  o n e
t r a i n e e  s h a r e d ,  “ I ’ m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o
p r a c t i s i n g  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  m y  s k i l l s  t o  b e c o m e
a  g r e a t  t e a c h e r , ”  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  d e s c r i b e d  t h e
c o u r s e  a s  “ a  b i g  c h a n g e ,  b u t  a n  e x c i t i n g
o p p o r t u n i t y . ”  T r a i n e e s  a l s o  s p o k e  p a s s i o n a t e l y
a b o u t  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s ,  f r o m  t h e  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g
n a t u r e  o f  M a t h s  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  S c i e n c e  
a n d  t h e  c r e a t i v i t y  o f  E n g l i s h .

CO N F E R E N C E  M O R N I N G  1
Co n f e re n c e  M o r n i n g  1  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e

A u t u m n  t e r m ,  f o c u s i n g  o n  b u i l d i n g
p o s i t i v e  w o r k i n g  re l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d

s h a p i n g  e f f e c t i v e  c l a s s ro o m  b e h a v i o u r .
Tra i n e e s  e x p l o re d  h o w  c l e a r  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,

c o n s i s t e n t  ro u t i n e s  a n d  s t ro n g
re l a t i o n s h i p s  u n d e r p i n  a  c a l m ,  p u r p o s e f u l

l e a r n i n g  e n v i ro n m e n t .  T h e  s e s s i o n
s u p p o r t e d  t ra i n e e s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g

p ra c t i c a l  s t ra t e g i e s  t o  p ro m o t e  p o s i t i v e
b e h a v i o u r  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  c l a s s ro o m

p re s e n c e  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e .

CHRYSALIS SCITT
MID-YEAR UPDATE

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6  I S S U E  N O .  1

Welcome to our mid-year update for Chrysalis SCITT.
It has been an exciting start to our launch year, welcoming seven trainees from across the
Chrysalis Trust. Since September, trainees have developed their practice through hands-on
classroom experience, ITAPs, conference mornings, subject seminars, development reviews
and strong mentoring support.
This newsletter highlights some of the excellent work and achievements so far. If you are
interested in joining Chrysalis SCITT for 2026/27, we would love to hear from you.

Alex Lipman
Chrysalis SCITT Course Lead



CO N F E R E N C E  M O R N I N G  2
Co n f e re n c e  M o r n i n g  2  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  ro l e  o f  s c a f f o l d i n g  a n d  m o d e l l i n g  i n  e f f e c t i v e  t e a c h i n g .
Tra i n e e s  e x p l o re d  h o w  b re a k i n g  l e a r n i n g  i n t o  m a n a g e a b l e  s t e p s  a n d  m o d e l l i n g  h i g h - q u a l i t y

re s p o n s e s  s u p p o r t s  p u p i l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  T h e  s e s s i o n  e m p h a s i s e d  p ra c t i c a l
s t ra t e g i e s  t ra i n e e s  c o u l d  a p p l y  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  t h e  c l a s s ro o m  t o  i m p ro v e  c l a r i t y  a n d  l e a r n i n g
o u t c o m e s .  T h e  s e s s i o n  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  l i n k i n g  t h e o r y  t o  p ra c t i c e ,  w i t h  t ra i n e e s
re f l e c t i n g  o n  c l a s s ro o m  e xa m p l e s  a n d  i d e n t i f y i n g  s t ra t e g i e s  t h e y  c o u l d  a p p l y  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o

s t re n g t h e n  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g .

B ROA D E R  S C H O O L
EX P E R I E N C E

B e t w e e n  1 2 t h  J a n u a r y  a n d
1 3 t h  Fe b r u a r y,  t ra i n e e s  t o o k
p a r t  i n  t h e i r  B ro a d e r  S c h o o l

E x p e r i e n c e  ( B S E )  p l a c e m e n t s .
T h i s  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  C h r y s a l i s
S C I T T  p ro g ra m m e  i s  d e s i g n e d
t o  p ro v i d e  a  c o n t ra s t i n g  a n d
w i d e r  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  s c h o o l
e x p e r i e n c e ,  h e l p i n g  t ra i n e e s
b ro a d e n  t h e i r  p ro f e s s i o n a l

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d
a d a p t a b i l i t y .

We  a re  e x t re m e l y  g ra t e f u l  t o
o u r  B S E  p a r t n e r  s c h o o l s  a n d
m e n t o r s :  B a r n h i l l  Co m m u n i t y

S c h o o l ,  Av a n t i  H o u s e
S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l ,  Av a n t i

H o u s e  Pr i m a r y  S c h o o l ,  M o u n t
S t e w a r t  J u n i o r  S c h o o l  a n d

Pre s t o n  M a n o r  S c h o o l .  D u r i n g
t h e i r  p l a c e m e n t s ,  t ra i n e e s
w e re  s u p p o r t e d  b y  s u b j e c t
m e n t o r s  a n d  d e p a r t m e n t a l
t e a m s ,  a n d  w e re  f o r m a l l y

o b s e r v e d  b y  t h e i r  l e a d
m e n t o r .  

I t  h a s  b e e n  f a n t a s t i c  t o  s e e
t h e  p ro g re s s  t ra i n e e s  h a v e

m a d e  w i t h i n  t h e s e  n e w
s e t t i n g s .

I N T E N S I V E  T RA I N I N G  A N D
P RACT I C E  ( I TA P)  2

I TA P  2  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  J a n u a r y,
p ro v i d i n g  t ra i n e e s  w i t h  a  w e e k  o f

i n t e n s i v e  t ra i n i n g  a n d  p ra c t i c e
f o c u s e d  o n  e f f e c t i v e  q u e s t i o n i n g .
Tra i n e e s  e n g a g e d  i n  a  s t r u c t u re d

c y c l e  o f  s e m i n a r s ,  l e s s o n
o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  c l a s s ro o m

e n a c t m e n t  a n d  re f l e c t i o n ,
e x p l o r i n g  h o w  h i g h - q u a l i t y
q u e s t i o n i n g  c a n  e l i c i t  d e e p

t h i n k i n g ,  i d e n t i f y  g a p s  i n  l e a r n i n g
a n d  c h e c k  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

D u r i n g  t h e  w e e k ,  t ra i n e e s  v i s i t e d
b o t h  C l a re m o n t  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d

S u d b u r y  Pr i m a r y  S c h o o l ,  o b s e r v i n g
a  ra n g e  o f  e x p e r t  t e a c h e r s  a c ro s s
KS 2 ,  S e c o n d a r y  G e o g ra p h y,  M F L

a n d  R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n .  T h e  I TA P
o f f e re d  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  h o w
q u e s t i o n i n g  c a n  b o t h  s u p p o r t  a n d

c h a l l e n g e  l e a r n e r s ,  a n d  w e  l o o k
f o r w a rd  t o  s e e i n g  t ra i n e e s

i m p l e m e n t  t h e s e  s t ra t e g i e s  i n  t h e i r
c l a s s ro o m s  g o i n g  f o r w a rd .

O u r  c u r r i c u l u m  p a r t n e r ,
Te a c h  F i r s t ,  p l a y s  a  k e y

ro l e  i n  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e
C h r y s a l i s  S C I T T

p ro g ra m m e .  T h ro u g h
e x p e r t - d e s i g n e d  t ra i n i n g

m a t e r i a l s ,  re s e a rc h -
i n f o r m e d  c o n t e n t  a n d

s t r u c t u re d  d e v e l o p m e n t
c y c l e s ,  Te a c h  F i r s t

s u p p o r t s  t ra i n e e s  i n
d e v e l o p i n g  s t ro n g

p e d a g o g i c a l  k n o w l e d g e
a n d  re f l e c t i v e  c l a s s ro o m

p ra c t i c e .  T h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p
e n s u re s  o u r  c u r r i c u l u m  i s

r i g o ro u s ,  c u r re n t  a n d
c l o s e l y  a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e

d e m a n d s  o f  e f f e c t i v e
t e a c h i n g  a c ro s s  a  ra n g e  o f

s c h o o l  c o n t e x t s .

MOUNT STEWART
FEDERATION

We are delighted to welcome the Mount
Stewart Federation as a delivery partner

school from September 2026. The
expertise within the federation will

strengthen our provision and support the
development of more Primary and Early

Primary SCITT trainees. If you are
interested in joining us as a delivery

partner, we would be delighted to hear
from you.

Well done to our trainees on
submitting their first summative

PGCE assessment. The PGCE
element of the Chrysalis SCITT

programme is delivered in
partnership with Sheffield Hallam

University, with trainees
attending online teaching days
and accessing a wide range of

academic resources and specialist
support in preparation for

submission. We now look forward
to receiving the outcomes of this

assessment.



CONFERENCE MORNING 3
Conference Morning 3 focused on inclusive teaching and diversifying the

curriculum, a vital area of practice for both beginning and experienced
teachers. Trainees explored practical strategies to support inclusivity

and considered small but meaningful steps to ensure that all pupils are
seen and represented within the curriculum they deliver.

The seminars were underpinned by research-informed theory and
strengthened by the work of organisations such as Diverse Educators

and Teach First, supporting trainees to reflect critically on their practice
and its impact in the classroom.

SCHOOL EXPERIENCE DAYS
Interested in experiencing life as a teacher?

We offer school experience days at our
delivery partner schools, Claremont High

School and Sudbury Primary School. If you
would like to arrange a visit and gain a first-

hand insight into the teaching profession,
please get in touch.

Contact: admin@claremont-high.org.uk

MIDDLESEX UNIVERSITY ITAP AT CLAREMONT
HIGH SCHOOL

In October 2025, Claremont High School hosted trainee teachers from
Middlesex University as part of their ITAP focused on establishing

effective classroom routines. Throughout the morning, trainees
engaged with expert input from experienced staff, including Ismail

Khan (Head of Philosophy, Religious Education) who shared practical
strategies for embedding positive routines.

Trainees observed lessons across KS3 and KS4 and took part in
deliberate practice activities. 

At Claremont, we are proud of our strong culture of teacher
development and our commitment to supporting the next generation of

teachers through high-quality training and expert practice.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT CHRYSALIS SCITT VISIT:
www.chrysalismat.org.uk/Train-to-Teach/

CONTACT: admin@claremont-high.org.uk

Nicki Hyde-Boughey
Executive Headteacher

Chrysalis Multi Academy Trust 

Bianca Abrahams
Secondary Lead

Mentor

Davita Grafstein
Primary/Early Primary

Lead Mentor

SCITT APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN FOR 2026/27
Applications are now open for places on the Chrysalis SCITT

Programme from September 2026. We are already receiving strong
applications and are delighted to have appointed excellent trainees. If
you, or someone you know, is interested in a future career in teaching,

we would love to hear from you.
We are currently recruiting for:

Primary (ages 3–7), Primary (ages 5–11)
Secondary Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, English, Geography,

Religious Education and Computing

Apply by visiting:
 https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training

 and search for CHRYSALIS MULTI ACADEMY TRUST as the provider.

Sophie Davis
Chrysalis SCITT
Administrator 

CHRYSALIS SCITT TEAM
At the heart of Chrysalis SCITT is a highly
committed and supportive team, working
together to deliver exceptional training and
strong outcomes for every trainee.

Alex Lipman
SCITT Course Lead and
Secondary Lead Mentor

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training


For more information:
www.chrysalismat.org.uk/train-to-teach

TRAIN TO TEACH
CHRYSALIS SCITT 2026/27 

Apply for
Primary training

Apply for
Secondary training

Accepting applications for
SCITT courses in 2026/27: 

Primary age 3-7
Primary age 5-11
Secondary Geography
Secondary Religious Education
Secondary Business Studies
Secondary Modern Foreign Languages
Secondary Mathematics
Secondary Biology/Chemistry/Physics
Secondary English 

0208 204 4442
www.chrysalismat.org.uk.
admin@claremont-high.org.uk

Chrysalis Multi Academy Trust is working in partnership with Teach First
to provide School Centred Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) where you will

gain QTS and a PGCE. We aim to nurture exceptional talent within our
Primary and Secondary schools, aligning training with the vision and values

that define our Multi Academy Trust.


